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Who we are

Migreurop is a Euro-African network made up of
human rights organisations, activists, and
researchers (from 18 countries in Europe, Africa,
and the Middle East). Its aim is to identify,
publicise and denounce the consequences of
Euro-African migration policies on the living
conditions and the respect of the rights of
people on the move throughout their migration
journey.

Migreurop focuses in particular on obstacles to
mobility,  border  closure, administrative
detention of migrant people (both formal and
informal), various forms of expulsion,
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Map of the network’s member organisations. Lucie Bacon, 2025

the externalisation of migration control and
asylum by the European Union and its Member
States, the criminalisation of migration and of
those who facilitate it, as well as the racism
embedded in security-driven migration policies.
For 20 years, the Migreurop network has been
working to defend the fundamental rights of
people on the move, campaigning for the closure
of immigration detention centres and in favour
of freedom of movement for all.
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Origins

lIlhe history of the network began in 2002 with
the closure of the Red Cross camp in Sangatte,
which confined people in exile who were barred
from reaching the United Kingdom. At the time,
Nicolas Sarkozy, then French Minister of Interior,
sought to make them invisible, but the opposite
happened. The obstacles to their mobility and
the hostility they faced began to receive media
coverage. This site became a revealing symbol of
a Europe that excludes foreign nationals on a
large scale. This was discussed by activists at the
European Social Forum (ESF) in 2002. Far from
being an isolated situation, the first
manifestations of Europe’s determination to
organise deterrence and confinement were
brought to light.

A seminar on the “Europe of camps” was
organised in Florence (Italy), with the aim of
assessing the extent of detention facilities at the
European and  denouncing the
consequences of European migration policies.

level

Foreigner's camps in Europe

In 2003, European civil society actors met during
several working sessions at the European
Parliament, at the initiative of this initial group—
which would go on to call itself Migreurop. Their
goal was to pool knowledge on detention and on
the concept of “camps” as sites of exclusion
exclusion for foreigners. This reflection fed into
Migreurop's first map of camps[1], presented the
same year at the ESF in Saint-Denis. The map
surveyed the various detention sites across
Europe in order to illustrate the growing
tendency to confine migrants, and to develop a
discourse around confinement as a “tool of
migration management.”

Cartography thus became a privileged language
of the network, which in its early days was
largely francophone and centralised in Paris.
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2003, Migreurop’s first “map of camps”



Externalisation

From March 2003 onward, a discourse at the
European level developed around the issue of
“externalised camps” (Tony Blair). Migreurop
meetings continued, and this reality took on
growing importance in the network’s analyses.

In July 2004, a meeting on camps in the
Mediterranean was held in Cecina (ltaly) at the
invitation of the lItalian organisation ARCI. This
marked a new stage in the development of the
network. Participants from Malta, Algeria, and
Lebanon were invited to the seminar to
exchange views on camps located outside EU
borders—in Morocco, at the time.

The issue of externalised camps led to the
launching of a campaign entitled “no-camps”
(see  www.no-camps.org), which gathered
numerous  signatures from  associations,
parliamentarians and individuals. The notion of
the “camp” was clarified by Migreurop through a
text entitled “Behind the word ‘camp’,” published
in November 2004.

In June 2005, the link between the analysis of
camps and the externalisation of border
management policies took concrete form in a
seminar organised in Seville, with the active
support of APDHA (Spain). The meeting focused
on European policies of externalisation at

Europe’s southern border (maritime
interceptions, EU-Libya relations, and the
situation in Morocco).

The Mediterranean issue took on

unprecedented prominence after the massacres
at Ceuta and Melilla in October 2005.
Externalisation became systematic and was
implemented in particular through Morocco's
intervention. A laboratory of migration control
management, the country quickly complied with
EU demands by pushing back—and killing—
migrants attempting to approach the European
territory.
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On this occasion, the network closely monitored
events in Morocco and in the Spanish
enclaves[1].

After this phase of collecting and disseminating
information, the question arose of moving
toward a more structured organisation, capable
of receiving funding and gaining political
recognition.

Until then, the network had operated in a highly
informal manner, with a small steering group
based in Paris, joined by participants from Italy
and Belgium. At the end of 2005, the growing
workload and the expanding scope of the
network prompted its formalisation as an

association. The founding General Assembly was
held on 19 November 2005.

Isaline Roverato, volunteering mission in Ceuta, 2024


http://www.no-camps.org/
https://migreurop.org/article2928.html?lang_article=en
https://migreurop.org/article1241.html?lang_article=en
https://migreurop.org/article1241.html?lang_article=en

In 2006, the newly structured network took part
in a significant number of forums and events:
the World Social Forum in Bamako (where the
project for the Black Book of Ceuta and Melilla
was born), the European Social Forum in Athens,
the World Forum on Migration (WFMM) in
Madrid, and the non-governmental conference
in Rabat. An important text on the right to
emigrate was published, defining the network’s

claims: *“lllegal emigration: a notion to be
banned.”
In 2007, the network's work continued—

including research, interventions, hearings at
the European Parliament, field missions,
collection of migrants’ testimonies, and
mobilisations—and it participated in several
events: WFMM Nairobi, a mission to Lampedusa,
mobilization in support of Tunisian fishermen
accused of human trafficking, and missions in
Hungary and Slovenia, which marked the
beginning of the network’s relationships with
associations in Eastern Europe (see the Ljubljana
meeting, May 2007).

From 2008 onwards, the network experienced a
considerable expansion of its activities,
organised into five main areas: confinement;
international bilateral or EU agreements; inter-
associative  actions such as campaigns,
investigations, and mobilisations; the legal
branch (complaints related to Mediterranean
shipwrecks, etc.); and the dissemination of
maps, reports, and atlases.

Migreurop operates thanks to the committed
activism and associative engagement of its
members. Connections with members from the
Global South—particularly West Africa—were
strengthened. By 2009, the network noted its
expansion, with the number of members having
nearly tripled creation.  Young
volunteers from the Exchanges and Partnerships
programme, who participated in fieldwork,
contributed to the network’s investigations and
analyses.

since its

Map of the volunteering missions in Migreurop. Lucie Bacon, 2025
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https://migreurop.org/article922.html
https://migreurop.org/article922.html

DETENTION

In 2008, the EU adopted the Return Directive
(also called the “Directive of Shame”), extending
the maximum period of detention for foreign
nationals to 18 months. Actions addressing
confinement were carried out within a new
project: the Border Observatory, established in
2008 and based on the network's daily work
(investigations, international meetings, and
partnerships). This project notably gave rise to
the campaign “For _a right of access inside
detention centres for migrants”, aimed at
gaining entry to sites of deprivation of liberty,
observing, and reporting on the detention
conditions of people on the move.

The data collected during these years made it
possible to publish the Atlas of Migrants in
Europe (2008), the first comprehensive
mapping-based  overview illustrating the
harshness of European migration policies.

MIGREUROP

ATLAS DES

EN EUROPE

s

Géographie critique
des politiques migratoires

ARMAND COLIN

First edition of the Atlas of Migrants in Europe, published at

Armand Colin (2008)
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It quickly became clear within the network that
confinement is incompatible with the respect for
fundamental rights. For this reason, in 2010, the
network published its first position paper calling
for the closure of all immigration detention

camps.

The “Right of Access” campaign was renamed
“Open access now” (2011), and led to detention
centres being partially opened up to civil society
(journalists, NGOs).

CAMPS FOR FOREIGNERS:
OPEN THE DOORS!
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WE HAVE THE RIGHT TO KNOW,

THEY DEMAND TO BE FREE
CLOSING OF THE 2014-2015
4@ ACCESS D MOBILIZATION CONFERENCE
i Tuesday April 21,11:00-13:00
¥ Room PHS-5B001 EPBRUSSELS
UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF:

MARINA ALBIOL (GUE/NGL)  EVA JOLY (GREENS/EFA)

nquierda Uinicaria funopea. /toquienda Viende Nordica
cuENGL L3
www.guengl.eu The Greans | EFA

INTERPRETATION FR/EN/ES

Conference in Brussells during the ‘Open Access Now”
campaign


https://migreurop.org/article1303.html?lang_article=en
https://migreurop.org/article1303.html?lang_article=en
https://migreurop.org/article3512.html?lang_article=en
https://migreurop.org/article3512.html?lang_article=en
https://migreurop.org/article3512.html?lang_article=en

At the borders

Between 2009 and 2011, Migreurop decided to
publish annual reports on rights violations at the
borders, in order to systematise its findings. The
reports produced include Europe’s Murderous
Borders (2008/2009), European  borders:

have been prevented despite the Mediterranean
being at that time the most monitored sea in the
world, drew the network’s attention. This event
led to the creation of the international coalition
Boats4People (B4P) to advocate for the rights of

controls, detention and deportations
(2009/2010), and At the margins of Europe:
externalisation of migration controls
(2010/2011).

In 2011, a particularly deadly shipwreck—later
referred to as the “left-to-die boat"—which could

migrants at sea, in Cecina. Emerging from B4P,
the Watch The Med (WTM) project was
established as a counter-surveillance network
aimed at preventing deaths and human rights
violations of migrants at sea.

From “Glose the Gamps™ to
Freedom of Movement

After several years of analysis and expertise,
one conclusion became clear for the network:

there is only one alternative to confinement

and the massacre unfolding at Europe's gates.
For this reason, at its General Assembly (GA) in
Paris in 2013, the network adopted a second

position _paper _advocating  freedom _ of

movement for all, and issued a formal call to
this effect on 18 December 2013, as part of the
global day of action for migrants’ rights.

In light of the harms caused by restrictions on
mobility, and in the name of the principle of
equality—since freedom of movement is
already a reality for some of the world's
citizens, who can cross borders easily simply
by chance of birth—Migreurop demands a
radical transformation of migration policies.
This entails making it possible for everyone to
move, reside, and settle freely, a liberty that is
an essential corollary to the defense of
migrants’ rights.

0o

Claiming, in the name of the principle of equality, the freedom to move, come and
go, and settle for all is the indispensable corollary of defending migrants’ rights.
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Quote from the “Solemn appeal for freedom of movement” (2013)


https://migreurop.org/IMG/pdf/appel_pour_la_liberte_de_circulation_fr-en-es-it_.pdf
https://migreurop.org/IMG/pdf/appel_pour_la_liberte_de_circulation_fr-en-es-it_.pdf
https://migreurop.org/IMG/pdf/appel_pour_la_liberte_de_circulation_fr-en-es-it_.pdf
https://migreurop.org/article1574.html?lang_article=en
https://migreurop.org/article1574.html?lang_article=en
https://migreurop.org/article1777.html?lang_article=en
https://migreurop.org/article1777.html?lang_article=en
https://migreurop.org/article2069.html?lang_article=en
https://migreurop.org/article2069.html?lang_article=en
https://forensic-architecture.org/investigation/the-left-to-die-boat
https://boats4people.org/

Frontexit: A Campaign to End
the Activities of the Frontex
fgency

The European Border and Coast Guard Agency,
Frontex—monitored since its creation in 2004 as
a new instrument of Europe—has increasingly
attracted the attention of activists. On the eve of
the agency’s third mandate revision (2011), the
Greens in the European Parliament (EP)
requested a study from Migreurop on
fundamental rights and Frontex, which led to
the publication of a report entitled: FRONTEX:
What Guarantees for Human Rights? (2011).

The EP had become co-legislator with the
Member States (Council) for the rules governing
internal affairs, making this its first opportunity
to provide a critical assessment of Frontex,
whose mandate and prerogatives had previously
fallen solely under the Commission and the
Member States. Amendments were proposed to
introduce binding safeguards to ensure that
Frontex's activities complied with human rights
standards; however, these were effectively
stripped of their meaning.

Unable to reform the agency from within, civil
society launched the Frontexit mobilisation
campaign in 2013, calling for the annulment of
Frontex's mandate to denounce its abuses and
various misdeeds. This campaign continued until
2018.

Even though Migreurop was not able to
eliminate Frontex, the network succeeded in
putting this European border
agency on the agenda, exposing its opacity,
dangers, and structural impunity. Many of the
concerns raised by Frontexit are now echoed
within  institutions and by civil society
organisations. Beyond Frontexit, other initiatives
against Frontex have emerged—such as
FrontExplode—and Migreurop’s information
campaign has also inspired movements like
Abolish Frontex.

surveillance

AAGINARY ENEMY

FRONTEX

Poster from the Frontexit campaign (2013)
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https://migreurop.org/IMG/pdf/Frontex-PE-Mig-ENG.pdf
https://migreurop.org/IMG/pdf/Frontex-PE-Mig-ENG.pdf

Increasingly Hostile
Migration Policies

In 2015, states faced a reception crisis and
sought to close the borders of a so-called
“Fortress Europe” by establishing nine hotspots
(identification, screening, and liberty deprivation
facilities for migrants at the EU's external
borders) in Italy and Greece. Operational in
2016, these processing centers blocked over
40,000 people at Europe's gates under
inhumane conditions. Migreurop members
studied these new confinement mechanisms,
and their documentation was incorporated into
the 6th edition of the camp map (2016).

The EU-Turkey statement (March 20216), the
first major manifestation of the externalisation
of asylum, concluded at the same time,
demonstrated the EU and its Member States’
intent to externalise not only border control but
also asylum. This arrangement, closely analysed
by the network, led to serious human rights
violations, beginning with the principle of non-
refoulement, enshrined in the 1951 Geneva
Convention and European Law.

2015 also saw the inauguration of the Moving
Beyond Borders (MBB) exhibition, an
educational, interactive, and multimedia tool.
Staged by the artist collective Etrange Miroir, it
draws on ten years of knowledge accumulated
by Migreurop on the obstacles, injustices, and
human rights violations experienced daily by
people on the move in transit countries, at EU
borders, and within Europe itself. Interactive

maps, photographs, and soundscapes aim to
provide a sensitive understanding of the lived
experiences of migrant people, contributing to
the fight against their
precariousness.

exclusion and
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In 2016, Migreurop continued documenting
confinement and, responding to members’
requests, transformed the “Open Access Now”
campaign into the “Close the Camps”
mobilisation, creating an interactive website to
document the locations, forms, and conditions
of detention of foreign nationals, and to
demonstrate the reality of confinement in
Europe and beyond. The platform also facilitates
access to information about detention sites and
contact with detainees, particularly for their
relatives.

By 2018, informal agreements multiplied (soft
law[1], compacts: negotiations with Global South
countries to  replicate the  EU-Turkey
arrangement).

In 2019, members gathered at the General
Assembly noted the growing criminalisation of
migration and its supporters and established a
new working group on the “criminalisation of
solidarity.” 2019 was also the year Migreurop
launched a new educational tool for public
awareness: short motion-design videos on its
key areas of work.

[1] See the policy brief : The Informalization of
migration policies: the pitfalls of Soft Law, Migreurop,
June 2022.



https://migreurop.org/article2747.html?lang_article=en
https://www.etrangemiroir.org/
https://migreurop.org/rubrique453.html?id_rubrique=453&rubriques[]=462&lang_article=en&lang_nav=en
https://migreurop.org/article3173.html?lang_article=en
https://migreurop.org/article3173.html?lang_article=en

In December 2017, the network decided to
integrate a gendered perspective into its
analyses. Given the prevalence of sex and
gender-based violence and its interconnection
with migration, members of the network chose
to address this issue systematically. A “Gender”
working group” was thus created to lead the
reflection on this theme within the network.

FRANCHIR €5 BARRIERES

incorporated into
several

Inclusive language was
Migreurop publications, and
presentations of the “Atlas of Migration in
Europe” included a specific focus on gender-
based violence throughout the migration
journey. Additionally, in November 2018,
Migreurop published an analytical note entitled
“Women at the external borders of the European
Union".

Map by Lucie Bacon and Elsa Tyszler, published in the “Atlas des Migrations dans le monde”, 2022
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https://migreurop.org/article2935.html?lang_article=en
https://migreurop.org/article2935.html?lang_article=en
https://migreurop.org/article2910.html?lang_article=en
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2020 - Pandemic Management:
a Halt to Mobilisations

At a time when migration policies were revealing
their worst effects and civil society protest was
at its peak, mobilisations were abruptly halted
by the arrival of COVID-19 and the confinement
measures imposed across much of the globe.
The network had to adapt and work remotely,
even though its raison d'étre relies on collective
work, exchanges, and international meetings.
Migreurop invested in remote meetings and
strategic/thematic webinars, at a time when the
European Pact on Asylum and Migration was
being prepared.

Moreover, COVID-19 exacerbated existing
structural inequalities. Migrants experienced a
new form of warfare, adding to the systemic
violence that states have imposed on them for
years. The front against the virus intensified
border violence and led to further deprivation of
rights. To document these inequalities,
Migreurop published in 2021 an analytical note
entitled “Migrants vs Covid-19:an epidemic of
emergency measures”.

European Migration
Policies Are Racist

In response to the scale of abuses committed
against people on the move, the network
decided at its 2021 General Assembly to address
the racism inherent to migration policies.
Meanwhile, shipwrecks continued, and while the
Mediterranean remains a graveyard, the English
Channel is equally deadly. This has not
prevented states from continuing their
exclusionary policies: in 2021, Denmark
proposed relocating the processing of asylum
applications to Rwanda, followed closely in 2022
by the United Kingdom adopting the same
model.

In March 2022, the implementation—for the
very first time—of the 2001 European directive
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on temporary protection for people fleeing
Ukraine revealed a discriminatory double
standard applied at both national and European
levels in the reception of migrant people. In
response, the network published a statement
entitled “Differential _reception _at _European
borders: on the racism of migration policies”.

Furthermore, in June 2022, the second massacre
at Melilla provided a stark illustration of this
institutional racism.


https://migreurop.org/article3074.html?lang_article=en
https://migreurop.org/article3074.html?lang_article=en
https://migreurop.org/article3097.html?lang_article=en
https://migreurop.org/article3097.html?lang_article=en

An Essential Counter-
Narrative in Favour of
Migrants’ Rights

After publishing a series of short-format videos,
the network decided to continue its outreach to
a broader audience. To inform their analysis of
the “hotspot approach,” Migreurop and Gisti
produced in 2022 and 2023 a new awareness-
raising tool in the form of a seven-episode
podcast, highlighting and denouncing the
hotspots in the Aegean islands. The
normalisation of racism and exclusion has made
the need for a counter-narrative more pressing
than ever.

Following a decade of reflection on the concept
of freedom of movement and the creation of a
toolkit to systematise collected data, Migreurop
decided to focus on facilitating mobility, so that
freedom of movement would not remain a mere
slogan but could be translated into action.

Therefore, after three editions of the Atlas of
Migration in Europe focused on obstacles to
mobility as consequences of European migration
policies, the network—driven by a commitment
to self-education and guided by the principles of
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equality and empowerment— published in 2022
its first Atlas on Freedom of Movement, aiming
to reimagine the field of possibilities in the face
of a normalised racist discourse and the growing
influence of populist and xenophobic parties.
This atlas has since been the subject of
numerous public presentations.

ATLAS DES MIGRHTIONS

LD UINUL micrevror
" LIBERTES DE CIRCULATION,
FRONTIERES, INEGALITES

ARMAND COLIN

Atlas of freedom of movement, 2022


https://migreurop.org/article3157.html?lang_article=en
https://migreurop.org/article3157.html?lang_article=en
https://migreurop.org/article3119.html

2024 - Adoption of the European

Pact on

The 2024 European elections led to a reshaping
of the European Parliament, in which populist
parties won the battle of public opinion.
Counter-narratives have become increasingly
difficult to hear. This reflects a global trend of
habituation to death: United reports more than
50,000 deaths in migration between 1993 and
2024; states have shifted from “letting_die” to a
“license to kill”; anti-Black racism is at its peak in
Tunisia, yet the EU continues to cooperate with a
state openly committing abuses, without
condemnation; Memoranda of Understanding
and soft law agreements with authoritarian or
failed regimes are multiplying; shipwrecks have
become routine amid general indifference, and
there is relentless targeting of sea rescue NGOs,
which nonetheless compensate for state failures
and abandonment. The EU is definitively no
longer a safe zone for people on the move.

After years of negotiation, European states
ultimately agreed on intensified repression, and
in 2024 the EU adopted the Pact on Migration
and Asylum, which deeply reforms the European
asylum and migration system. Its objectives are
to strengthen migration control (collection of
personal data, increased Frontex resources,
reinstatement of internal Schengen checks),
accelerate asylum procedures within the EU, and
externalise every stage of the migration journey.

This Pact—which will enter into force in June
2026—legalises practices that were already
illegal or quasi-legal within the
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Igration and Asylum

Union. It reinforces EU external border controls
by institutionalising a “filtering procedure,”
thereby extending the 2015 “hotspot approach.”
Furthermore, the Pact expands the concept of
“safe (origin and third) countries,” allowing
Member States to fast-track or reject asylum
claims from people who transited through
countries strategically and opportunely deemed
“safe.”

In practice, the Pact systematises a repressive
policy that has evolved over the past 30 years
and condenses the migration practices that
Migreurop has denounced since its founding—
brutal, increasingly informal and precarious
detention practices, extraterritorialisation, risks
of pushbacks, erosion of the right to asylum, and
violations of effective appeal and legal assistance
rights. The network designated this new
instrument and its consequences as a priority
for its analytical work during its 2025 General
Assembly in Morocco. This is also an opportunity
for the network to publish a new map of the
camps (the seventh) and to update the text
“Which camps is Migreurop referring_ to?",
originally published in 2005.



https://migreurop.org/article3212.html?lang_article=en
https://migreurop.org/article3212.html?lang_article=en
https://nuage.globenet.org/s/9MmaY2WKRbjAqiH

2024/2025 - European Reforms
Undermining |Ell?leg;|vllal Rights and

The various legislative reforms planned between
2024 and 2025—the European Pact, the “safe
country” concept, the reform of Frontex's
mandate, the Return Regulation, and the
renegotiation of the Facilitation Directive—
reflect a political trend toward tightening
European immigration and asylum rules under
the pressure of far-right and right-wing parties,
now holding a majority within EU institutions.

This explicit policy of deterrence, coercion, and
criminalisation further confirms the ongoing war
against migrants within the Union, marked by
worsening rights violations and intensifying
violence against people on the move. It reaches
a new threshold amid the widespread
externalisation of border control, detention,
asylum, and expulsions, in blatant violation of
current EU law.

More Than Ever: Upholding Our
Slogans and Working in Network

This dystopian world is now a reality. It is crucial
to sustain a counter-narrative and resist far-right
discourses, to affirm the principles of equality
and empowerment rather than portray migrants
as criminals or threats, perpetually victimised by
repressive and deadly migration policies.

the network has existed to
document state abuses against people on the
move. Its members contribute to expanding
collective imaginaries to envision alternative
policies—radically different, resolutely inclusive,
and decolonial—centred on freedom of
movement and settlement for all. Another world
is possible, but above all, it is necessary.

For 20 years,

06

We must keep a counter-narrative alive and resist far-right parties, in order to affirm
the principle of equality and emancipation-rather than portraying migrants as
criminals or threats, the perpetual victims of migration policies.
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	Migreurop is a Euro-African network made up of human rights organisations, activists, and researchers (from 18 countries in Europe, Africa, and the Middle East). Its aim is to identify, publicise and denounce the consequences of Euro-African migration policies on the living conditions and the respect of the rights of people on the move throughout their migration journey. Migreurop focuses in particular on obstacles to mobility, border closure, administrative detention of migrant people (both formal and informal), various forms of expulsion,
	the externalisation of migration control and asylum by the European Union and its Member States, the criminalisation of migration and of those who facilitate it, as well as the racism embedded in security-driven migration policies. For 20 years, the Migreurop network has been working to defend the fundamental rights of people on the move, campaigning for the closure of immigration detention centres and in favour of freedom of movement for all.
	Map of the network’s member organisations. Lucie Bacon, 2025
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	Origins
	he history of the network began in 2002 with the closure of the Red Cross camp in Sangatte, which confined people in exile who were barred from reaching the United Kingdom. At the time, Nicolas Sarkozy, then French Minister of Interior, sought to make them invisible, but the opposite happened. The obstacles to their mobility and the hostility they faced began to receive media coverage. This site became a revealing symbol of a Europe that excludes foreign nationals on a large scale. This was discussed by activists at the European Social Forum (ESF) in 2002. Far from being an isolated situation, the first manifestations of Europe’s determination to organise deterrence and confinement were brought to light.
	A seminar on the “Europe of camps” was organised in Florence (Italy), with the aim of assessing the extent of detention facilities at the European level and denouncing the consequences of European migration policies.
	In 2003, European civil society actors met during several working sessions at the European Parliament, at the initiative of this initial group—which would go on to call itself Migreurop. Their goal was to pool knowledge on detention and on the concept of “camps” as sites of exclusion exclusion for foreigners. This reflection fed into Migreurop’s first map of camps[1], presented the same year at the ESF in Saint-Denis. The map surveyed the various detention sites across Europe in order to illustrate the growing tendency to confine migrants, and to develop a discourse around confinement as a “tool of migration management.”
	Cartography thus became a privileged language of the network, which in its early days was largely francophone and centralised in Paris.
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	Externalisation
	From March 2003 onward, a discourse at the European level developed around the issue of “externalised camps” (Tony Blair). Migreurop meetings continued, and this reality took on growing importance in the network’s analyses. In July 2004, a meeting on camps in the Mediterranean was held in Cecina (Italy) at the invitation of the Italian organisation ARCI. This marked a new stage in the development of the network. Participants from Malta, Algeria, and Lebanon were invited to the seminar to exchange views on camps located outside EU borders—in Morocco, at the time.
	The issue of externalised camps led to the launching of a campaign entitled “no-camps” (see www.no-camps.org), which gathered numerous signatures from associations, parliamentarians and individuals. The notion of the “camp” was clarified by Migreurop through a text entitled “Behind the word ‘camp’,” published in November 2004.
	In June 2005, the link between the analysis of camps and the externalisation of border management policies took concrete form in a seminar organised in Seville, with the active support of APDHA (Spain). The meeting focused on European policies of externalisation at Europe’s southern border (maritime interceptions, EU–Libya relations, and the situation in Morocco).
	The Mediterranean issue took on unprecedented prominence after the massacres at Ceuta and Melilla in October 2005. Externalisation became systematic and was implemented in particular through Morocco’s intervention. A laboratory of migration control management, the country quickly complied with EU demands by pushing back—and killing—migrants attempting to approach the European territory.
	On this occasion, the network closely monitored events in Morocco and in the Spanish enclaves[1].
	After this phase of collecting and disseminating information, the question arose of moving toward a more structured organisation, capable of receiving funding and gaining political recognition.
	Until then, the network had operated in a highly informal manner, with a small steering group based in Paris, joined by participants from Italy and Belgium. At the end of 2005, the growing workload and the expanding scope of the network prompted its formalisation as an association. The founding General Assembly was held on 19 November 2005.
	[1] “Ceuta and Melilla: the EU Declares War on Migrants and Refugees”, Migreurop, 12 October 2005
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	Expansion of the network’s activities
	In 2006, the newly structured network took part in a significant number of forums and events: the World Social Forum in Bamako (where the project for the Black Book of Ceuta and Melilla was born), the European Social Forum in Athens, the World Forum on Migration (WFMM) in Madrid, and the non-governmental conference in Rabat. An important text on the right to emigrate was published, defining the network’s claims: “‘Illegal emigration’: a notion to be banned.”
	In 2007, the network’s work continued—including research, interventions, hearings at the European Parliament, field missions, collection of migrants’ testimonies, and mobilisations—and it participated in several events: WFMM Nairobi, a mission to Lampedusa, mobilization in support of Tunisian fishermen accused of human trafficking, and missions in Hungary and Slovenia, which marked the beginning of the network’s relationships with associations in Eastern Europe (see the Ljubljana meeting, May 2007).
	From 2008 onwards, the network experienced a considerable expansion of its activities, organised into five main areas: confinement; international bilateral or EU agreements; inter-associative actions such as campaigns, investigations, and mobilisations; the legal branch (complaints related to Mediterranean shipwrecks, etc.); and the dissemination of maps, reports, and atlases.
	Migreurop operates thanks to the committed activism and associative engagement of its members. Connections with members from the Global South—particularly West Africa—were strengthened. By 2009, the network noted its expansion, with the number of members having nearly tripled since its creation. Young volunteers from the Exchanges and Partnerships programme, who participated in fieldwork, contributed to the network’s investigations and analyses.
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	In 2008, the EU adopted the Return Directive (also called the “Directive of Shame”), extending the maximum period of detention for foreign nationals to 18 months. Actions addressing confinement were carried out within a new project: the Border Observatory, established in 2008 and based on the network’s daily work (investigations, international meetings, and partnerships). This project notably gave rise to the campaign “For a right of access inside detention centres for migrants”, aimed at gaining entry to sites of deprivation of liberty, observing, and reporting on the detention conditions of people on the move.
	Between 2009 and 2011, Migreurop decided to publish annual reports on rights violations at the borders, in order to systematise its findings. The reports produced include Europe’s Murderous Borders (2008/2009), European borders: controls, detention and deportations (2009/2010), and At the margins of Europe: externalisation of migration controls (2010/2011).
	Frontexit: A Campaign to End the Activities of the Frontex Agency
	The European Border and Coast Guard Agency, Frontex—monitored since its creation in 2004 as a new instrument of Europe—has increasingly attracted the attention of activists. On the eve of the agency’s third mandate revision (2011), the Greens in the European Parliament (EP) requested a study from Migreurop on fundamental rights and Frontex, which led to the publication of a report entitled: FRONTEX: What Guarantees for Human Rights? (2011).
	The EP had become co-legislator with the Member States (Council) for the rules governing internal affairs, making this its first opportunity to provide a critical assessment of Frontex, whose mandate and prerogatives had previously fallen solely under the Commission and the Member States. Amendments were proposed to introduce binding safeguards to ensure that Frontex’s activities complied with human rights standards; however, these were effectively stripped of their meaning.
	Unable to reform the agency from within, civil society launched the Frontexit mobilisation campaign in 2013, calling for the annulment of Frontex’s mandate to denounce its abuses and various misdeeds. This campaign continued until 2018.
	Even though Migreurop was not able to eliminate Frontex, the network succeeded in putting this European border surveillance agency on the agenda, exposing its opacity, dangers, and structural impunity. Many of the concerns raised by Frontexit are now echoed within institutions and by civil society organisations. Beyond Frontexit, other initiatives against Frontex have emerged—such as FrontExplode—and Migreurop’s information campaign has also inspired movements like Abolish Frontex.
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	Increasingly Hostile Migration Policies
	In 2015, states faced a reception crisis and sought to close the borders of a so-called “Fortress Europe” by establishing nine hotspots (identification, screening, and liberty deprivation facilities for migrants at the EU's external borders) in Italy and Greece. Operational in 2016, these processing centers blocked over 40,000 people at Europe’s gates under inhumane conditions. Migreurop members studied these new confinement mechanisms, and their documentation was incorporated into the 6th edition of the camp map (2016).
	The EU–Turkey statement (March 20216), the first major manifestation of the externalisation of asylum, concluded at the same time, demonstrated the EU and its Member States’ intent to externalise not only border control but also asylum. This arrangement, closely analysed by the network, led to serious human rights violations, beginning with the principle of non-refoulement, enshrined in the 1951 Geneva Convention and European Law.
	2015 also saw the inauguration of the Moving Beyond Borders (MBB) exhibition, an educational, interactive, and multimedia tool. Staged by the artist collective Étrange Miroir, it draws on ten years of knowledge accumulated by Migreurop on the obstacles, injustices, and human rights violations experienced daily by people on the move in transit countries, at EU borders, and within Europe itself. Interactive maps, photographs, and soundscapes aim to provide a sensitive understanding of the lived experiences of migrant people, contributing to the fight against their exclusion and precariousness.
	In 2016, Migreurop continued documenting confinement and, responding to members’ requests, transformed the “Open Access Now” campaign into the “Close the Camps” mobilisation, creating an interactive website to document the locations, forms, and conditions of detention of foreign nationals, and to demonstrate the reality of confinement in Europe and beyond. The platform also facilitates access to information about detention sites and contact with detainees, particularly for their relatives.
	By 2018, informal agreements multiplied (soft law[1], compacts: negotiations with Global South countries to replicate the EU–Turkey arrangement).
	In 2019, members gathered at the General Assembly noted the growing criminalisation of migration and its supporters and established a new working group on the “criminalisation of solidarity.” 2019 was also the year Migreurop launched a new educational tool for public awareness: short motion-design videos on its key areas of work.
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	A Gendered Approach
	In December 2017, the network decided to integrate a gendered perspective into its analyses. Given the prevalence of sex and gender-based violence and its interconnection with migration, members of the network chose to address this issue systematically. A “Gender” working group” was thus created to lead the reflection on this theme within the network.
	Inclusive language was incorporated into Migreurop publications, and several presentations of the “Atlas of Migration in Europe” included a specific focus on gender-based violence throughout the migration journey. Additionally, in November 2018, Migreurop published an analytical note entitled “Women at the external borders of the European Union”.
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	2020 - Pandemic Management: a Halt to Mobilisations
	At a time when migration policies were revealing their worst effects and civil society protest was at its peak, mobilisations were abruptly halted by the arrival of COVID-19 and the confinement measures imposed across much of the globe. The network had to adapt and work remotely, even though its raison d’être relies on collective work, exchanges, and international meetings. Migreurop invested in remote meetings and strategic/thematic webinars, at a time when the European Pact on Asylum and Migration was being prepared.
	Moreover, COVID-19 exacerbated existing structural inequalities. Migrants experienced a new form of warfare, adding to the systemic violence that states have imposed on them for years. The front against the virus intensified border violence and led to further deprivation of rights. To document these inequalities, Migreurop published in 2021 an analytical note entitled “Migrants vs Covid-19:an epidemic of emergency measures”.

	European Migration Policies Are Racist
	In response to the scale of abuses committed against people on the move, the network decided at its 2021 General Assembly to address the racism inherent to migration policies. Meanwhile, shipwrecks continued, and while the Mediterranean remains a graveyard, the English Channel is equally deadly. This has not prevented states from continuing their exclusionary policies: in 2021, Denmark proposed relocating the processing of asylum applications to Rwanda, followed closely in 2022 by the United Kingdom adopting the same model.
	In March 2022, the implementation—for the very first time—of the 2001 European directive
	on temporary protection for people fleeing Ukraine revealed a discriminatory double standard applied at both national and European levels in the reception of migrant people. In response, the network published a statement entitled “Differential reception at European borders: on the racism of migration policies”.
	Furthermore, in June 2022, the second massacre at Melilla provided a stark illustration of this institutional racism.
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	An Essential Counter-Narrative in Favour of Migrants’ Rights
	After publishing a series of short-format videos, the network decided to continue its outreach to a broader audience. To inform their analysis of the “hotspot approach,” Migreurop and Gisti produced in 2022 and 2023 a new awareness-raising tool in the form of a seven-episode podcast, highlighting and denouncing the hotspots in the Aegean islands. The normalisation of racism and exclusion has made the need for a counter-narrative more pressing than ever.
	Following a decade of reflection on the concept of freedom of movement and the creation of a toolkit to systematise collected data, Migreurop decided to focus on facilitating mobility, so that freedom of movement would not remain a mere slogan but could be translated into action.
	Therefore, after three editions of the Atlas of Migration in Europe focused on obstacles to mobility as consequences of European migration policies, the network—driven by a commitment to self-education and guided by the principles of
	equality and empowerment— published in 2022 its first Atlas on Freedom of Movement, aiming to reimagine the field of possibilities in the face of a normalised racist discourse and the growing influence of populist and xenophobic parties. This atlas has since been the subject of numerous public presentations.
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	2024 - Adoption of the European Pact on Migration and Asylum
	The 2024 European elections led to a reshaping of the European Parliament, in which populist parties won the battle of public opinion. Counter-narratives have become increasingly difficult to hear. This reflects a global trend of habituation to death: United reports more than 50,000 deaths in migration between 1993 and 2024; states have shifted from “letting die” to a “license to kill”; anti-Black racism is at its peak in Tunisia, yet the EU continues to cooperate with a state openly committing abuses, without condemnation; Memoranda of Understanding and soft law agreements with authoritarian or failed regimes are multiplying; shipwrecks have become routine amid general indifference, and there is relentless targeting of sea rescue NGOs, which nonetheless compensate for state failures and abandonment. The EU is definitively no longer a safe zone for people on the move.
	After years of negotiation, European states ultimately agreed on intensified repression, and in 2024 the EU adopted the Pact on Migration and Asylum, which deeply reforms the European asylum and migration system. Its objectives are to strengthen migration control (collection of personal data, increased Frontex resources, reinstatement of internal Schengen checks), accelerate asylum procedures within the EU, and externalise every stage of the migration journey.
	This Pact—which will enter into force in June 2026—legalises practices that were already illegal or quasi-legal within the
	Union. It reinforces EU external border controls by institutionalising a “filtering procedure,” thereby extending the 2015 “hotspot approach.” Furthermore, the Pact expands the concept of “safe (origin and third) countries,” allowing Member States to fast-track or reject asylum claims from people who transited through countries strategically and opportunely deemed “safe.”
	In practice, the Pact systematises a repressive policy that has evolved over the past 30 years and condenses the migration practices that Migreurop has denounced since its founding—brutal, increasingly informal and precarious detention practices, extraterritorialisation, risks of pushbacks, erosion of the right to asylum, and violations of effective appeal and legal assistance rights. The network designated this new instrument and its consequences as a priority for its analytical work during its 2025 General Assembly in Morocco. This is also an opportunity for the network to publish a new map of the camps (the seventh) and to update the text “Which camps is Migreurop referring to?”, originally published in 2005.
	page 14


	2024/2025 - European Reforms Undermining Individual Rights and EU Law
	The various legislative reforms planned between 2024 and 2025—the European Pact, the “safe country” concept, the reform of Frontex’s mandate, the Return Regulation, and the renegotiation of the Facilitation Directive—reflect a political trend toward tightening European immigration and asylum rules under the pressure of far-right and right-wing parties, now holding a majority within EU institutions.
	This explicit policy of deterrence, coercion, and criminalisation further confirms the ongoing war against migrants within the Union, marked by worsening rights violations and intensifying violence against people on the move. It reaches a new threshold amid the widespread externalisation of border control, detention, asylum, and expulsions, in blatant violation of current EU law.

	More Than Ever: Upholding Our Slogans and Working in Network
	This dystopian world is now a reality. It is crucial to sustain a counter-narrative and resist far-right discourses, to affirm the principles of equality and empowerment rather than portray migrants as criminals or threats, perpetually victimised by repressive and deadly migration policies.
	For 20 years, the network has existed to document state abuses against people on the move. Its members contribute to expanding collective imaginaries to envision alternative policies—radically different, resolutely inclusive, and decolonial—centred on freedom of movement and settlement for all. Another world is possible, but above all, it is necessary.
	We must keep a counter-narrative alive and resist far-right parties, in order to affirm the principle of equality and emancipation—rather than portraying migrants as criminals or threats, the perpetual victims of migration policies.
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